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SKINNER, Ma vox. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City 
of London, on Thurſday the 15th Day of January 1795. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 


Reverend Doctor WILGRESS, Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
the Lord Maron, for his excellent Sermon preached at the Parish 
Church of St. Lawrence Fewry, before the LonͥůũS Mayor, SürRIrrs, and 
ſeveral of the Memsrrs of the Common Couxcir, on Sunday the Eleventh 
of this Month, and that he be requeſted to print the ſame, and ſend a 
Copy thereof to every Must of this Courr. 
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Mur are accuſtomed, - when they entertain but 079 real 
objection, the difficulty of which they cannot anſwer, to 
fortify themſelves With all the little exceptions and excuſes, 
which, either their own prejudice — the malice of ſome or 
the weakneſs of others—can ſuggeſt to them. | This, 1 believe, 
to be the true ſtate of the caſe among a multitude of people, 
who, when you expoſtulate with them about the neglect 
of the Holy Communion, will defend their conduct, in ſuch 
a manner, as if they thought their arguments were to be 
weighed by number, and not by the ſtrength of reaſon, 
which they carry with them. — Thus they tell you, that 


they cannot come to the Lord's table — becauſe they have 


B reaſon 
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reaſon to ſuſpect, that they ſhall meet ſome 4ad men in ſo 
promiſcuous a company ; and that they muſt not, by any 
means, communicate with the wicked. But if you drive them 
from this hold, by expoſing the weakneſs of the pretence— 
(which, if well founded, would deſtroy the very ordinance 
rfſelf ) — they betake themſelves preſently to ſome other ex- 
cuſe ; and complain, that they cannot approye of the manner 
of receiving it; for they are apprehenſive, leſt, by kneeling, 
they ſhould worſhip the elements of bread and wine. The 
abſurdity of this plea is evident—becauſe a man may, with 
equal reaſon, be accuſed of worſhipping the meat upon the 
table, every time he aſks of God a bleſſing upon it. — After 
this weak pretence is abandoned, they have. recourſe to! a 
third or a fourth; till at laſt, When nothing elſe will ſerve 
their turn, they tell you, in plain terms, that they are 
&nworthy to communicate. Here they can ſooth their hearts 
with a ſhew, of humility; and pretend to bring Reaſon and 
Scripture in juſtification of their neglect: For, if he that 
eateth and drinketh aunwor2h1ily, eateth and drinketh damna- 
tion to himſelf,” — they imagine, has common. prudence, 
ſupported by this text, will authorize the omiſſion of that 
which you call by the venerable name of a neceſſary. and 
indiſpenſable duty. | | 


Whatever 


Ew) 


Whatever vicious diſpoſitions - may lie lurking in men's 
hearts, Which hinder their obedience to this eaſy and dying 
command of our bleſſed Saviour; yet the moſt common excuſe, 
which they openly plead for their neglect, is grounded on their 
own , unworthineſs., This is a contrivance, which our great 
adverſary, the Devil, has of late mightily improved. For 
here is ſuch a ſemblance of humility, that men can both 
diſobey God — and, at the ſame time, appear (as they flatter 
themſelves) good and religious before their fe/{ow | crea- 
tures. 


And, indeed, ſo far as any one is really fncere in what 
he ſays upon this ſubject, I am perſuaded, that this paſſage 
of St. Paul has given the firſt and greateſt occaſion to this 
miſtake: And, in this error, he may ſometimes have been 
confirmed, by the unwary diſcourſes of thoſe, who have 
looked no farther for the meaning of the text, than the firſt 
ſound of the words in the Engliſh tranſlation. 


That I may, therefore, ſet you right in this ſerious matter, 
(if any of you have happened to err therein), I have choſen 
this text for the ſubject of my preſent diſcourſe. 
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And here I ſhall enquire : Fi, What is meant, in 757 
place, by the word damnation'p and what it is to eat and 
drink unworrhily. Secondly — How fat dur unworthineſs can 
reaſonably hinder our communion'; and Whether it be ſafer 
to 1077hdraw ourſelves, let the danger here ſpoken of be what 
it will. And, 7 What is the juſt conſequence of 
the denunciation in the text, . thut he that eateth and 
* drinketh wa wes, AN n N dfinketh” AGE to 
« himfelf,” “ 15 gilt ber oog »f 29visiedar | 


The common idea, which we entertain of this alarming 
word, is that ſtate of eternal torment; into which the impeni- 
tent, who have not previouſly made their peace with God, 
muſt enter, when their earthly tabernacle ſhafl be diſſolved: 
And, in this ſenſe, the unlearned reader (if he is not very 
careful and attentive to obſerve the whole connection of the 
diſcourſe) is apt to underſtand the words of the text; but, 
by a little direction, the meaneſt capacity may clearly diſcern, 
that 75¹ is not the true meaning. 


The Greek word ella, in the original, fignifies judgment, 
or puniſhment in general, whether it be ſpiritual, temporal, 
or eternal. Thus the ſame Apoſtle ſays, in his epiſtle to 

the 


63 


the Romans, ** We are ſure the judgment of God is according 


to truth; where the ſame word vg is uſed ; and the 
meaning is this — that the ' puniſhment, which God inflicts 
upon any man is always juſt. So again, the ſame author 
ſays, in his epiſtle to the Galatians, . He that troubleth 
«© you, ſhall bear his judgment,” — (the word is ada, the 
ſame which in the text is rendered dammation)— whoſoever 
« he be; f where the Apoſtle means, that the offending 


party , by virtue of his cenſure, ſhould have ſome ſignal 55 


Judgment or calamity GY inflicted upon him. 


But T ſhall farther ſhew, that, inſtead of this hard ſaying, 
which, I fear, has done much harm, it might, perhaps, 
have been tranſlated better thus — he that cateth and 


v drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh judgment to 


„ himſelf ;” that is, he provokes God to pour down ſome 
remarkable temporal. judgment or calamity upon him. 


For firſt—if you read the verſe, which immediately fol. 


lows my next, you will perceive of what nature this /udg- 
ment was, viz. for this cauſe many are weak and '/ickly 


„among you ;” — that is, becauſe they had eaten and 
drunken 


Romans ii. 2. + Galatians v. 10, 
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drunken, unworthily, ; therefore it pleaſed God to ſend his 


judgments — diſeaſes and fickneſs— upon them: and many 


«+ ſleep ;_ that is, die — their diſtempers having - ſometimes 
proved even fatal, to them; which, I preſume, only then 
happened, when God knew that their condition was irreco- 
verable; and that they would not have reformed their 
manners, though he had prolonged their days upon earth, 
„They were veſſels of wrath fitted for deſtruction,” by their 
on voluntary impiety — as the Apoſtle ſpeaks concerning 
Pharoah, and ſome others. who reſembled him, And what 
injuſtice is it then in God, if he is pleaſed to remove them 
hence by a ſudden or a lingering death — as, was the caſe, of 
the perſons mentioned in the text — and of Ananias and 
Sapphira. whom St. Peter, by a word, ſtruck dead upon 
the place — or elſe prolonged their lives, that they might 
be inſtruments of his providence, or the means of diſplaying 
his power and greatneſs, which was the caſe of Pharoah 
«« for the Scripture faith unto Pharoah, Even for his ſame 
«« '« purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew my 
«« power. in thec, and that my name might be declared 


46 throughout all the earth. ”4 


But 


* Acts v Romans ix. 17. 


1 


But then, ſecondly, it is paſt all doubt, that c/ernal/ damna- 
nation was not deſigned in hi place — becauſe the Apoſtle 
expreſsly declares, that the end which God deſigned, in 
ſending theſe judgments upon thoſe who communicated 
unworthily, was 75 that they might not be condemned 
„ with the world ;”* that is, that they might prevent erer- 
nal condemnation, 


Thus much may ſuffice for the firſt enquiry into the true 
meaning of this formidable word ; and we have found the 
real ſenſe to be ſome temporal judgment ; both becauſe the 
original word will equally bear this interpretation, and the 
context likewiſe manifeſtly declares, that nothing more can 
be intended by the expreſſion in hs paſſage. 


We are next to examine, what is meant by eating and 
„ drinking unworthily.” This was the fault, for which 
the puniſhment of temporal judgment was inflicted ; and 
what that was, is ſet down in the ſubſequent words“ not 


'* diſcerning the Lord's body; that is, according to the 


import of the original word Juaxpiav, they made no 
difference between the ſacramental bread and wine, which 


repreſented 


1 Corinthians xi. 32, 
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repreſented the paſſover of our Lord and their ordinaty fuad 
For ſo this word Saxginby is uſed in other paſſagos o 
Scripture, particularly in St. Jude's epiſtle — and of ſome 
„ have compaſſion, making a difference. x 80 that the 
offence of the Corinthians, Who unworthily partook of the 
Lord's Supper, lay in the manner: of their communicating, 
which was in the higheſt degree indecent and ſcandalous. 
For if you look into the 18th verſe of this chapter, you 
will find, that inſtead of love and unity, ſo eſſential to this 
communion — diſſentions and guarrels were begun and pro- 
pagated, at the very iime and place of their meeting to 
commemorate their Lord's death — “ For firſt of all, when 
«« you come together in the church,“ ſays he, 1 hear 
that there be diuiſions among you.“ Neither was this the 
whole of their offence ; for at the twenty-firſt verſe, we find, 
that they were ſo horridly profanc, as:to come drunk to the very 
Sacrament, There was ſo, much diforder committed at their 
love-feaſts (originally deſigned for a charitable entertainment 
and intercourſe between the rich and the poor, and which 
uſually accompanied the adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper), 
that they, who had brought much, which ought to have 
been common, would eat and drink to exceſs; and the 


poor, 


St. Jude, ver. 22. 


( 17 ) 


poor, who could contribute nothing, were forced to ** go 
„empty away,” 


Hence it is clear, that the zrreverent manner, in which 
theſe people communicated, was the crime, which St. Paul 
here tells us, would provoke God to inflict upon them ſome 


a heavy and remarkable judgment — ſuch as might rouze them 
out of that lethargy of profaneneſs, into repentance and 


amendment of life; and thereby lead them to eſcape the 
eternal damnation of their ſouls, which, in the end, they 4 
would otherwiſe moſt certainly incur. | i 
* | 
You may alſo obſerve, that the Apoſtle does not, in this 
place, ſay, that theſe perſons were unworthy to approach 
the Lord's table; but that they came to it unworthily. 
Now there is a great difference between being unworthy to = 
do a thing, and doing the fame thing unworrhily, The un- 1 
warineſs of men, in this matter, has occaſioned great miſtakes, 
which, by a familiar inſtance, I will endeavour to remove. 4 
Thus a ſubje& may be unworthy to receive any favour from 
his prince—but yet he may wortbily receive the ſame; that is, \ 
he may receive it with every demonſtration of reverence and 9 ö 
gratitude: And this is all which the Apoſtle, in this chapter, a 
condemns, viz. that men ſhould not preſume to partake of 
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the Lord's Supper unworthily — without due veneration— 


and without making a difference between this holy feaſt and 
their ordinary meals. 


But though it be not ſufficient, that a man only takes care 
not to be drunk, and to forbear guarrelling, when he comes 
to the Lord's Supper; yet, I ſay, theſe notorious pro- 
phanations of ſo holy an ordinance were the only things, 
which the Apoſtle here mentions and condemns. 


Hence I conclude, that no man, who 1s free from theſe 
impieties, has reaſon to dread, or to abſtain from coming to 
the Communion, for ought that St. Paul ſays in this chapter. 
And yet, I doubt not, but that many well-meaning perſons 


have really been deterred from the Holy Communion, on 


account of their miſtakes in this matter. And, therefore, when 
the Apoſtle ſays — “ let a man examine himſelf,” he can 


mean no more than his — that when we intend to receive 


the Lord's Supper, we ſhould underſtand and conſider the 


nature and importance of that holy inſtitution — we ſhould 
learn to put a due value and eſteem upon it, by making as 
great a difference between the Lord's Supper and a common 


teaſt, 


* 1 Corinthians xi. 28. 


6090 


feaſt, as there is between the virtue and efficacy of a little 
common bread and wine, and thoſe which repreſent the body 


% 


and blood of Chriſt our Saviour — ſince the former, at beſt, 
can only refreſh a frail and dying body ; but the latter, 
through the bleſſing of God, will convey to every well- 
diſpoſed hut, whoſe being is immortal, thoſe ineſtimable 
benefits, which Chriſt has purchaſed by his moſt precious 
blood. The Apoſtle does not, I ſay, in this place, ſpeak 
of perſonal unworthineſs; but he ſuggeſts great caution to 
them as to the manner of performing this ſacred office. 


I would not, however, in ſo weighty an affair be mil- 
underſtood ; for I intend not to diſcourage the moſt ſerious 
ſelf - examination — that is, a ſtrict ſcrutiny into the paſt 
actions of our lives, and comparing them with the rule of 
God's laws; and thereupon exerciling a ſincere ſorrow for 
our ſins — begging pardon for the ſame at God's hands — 
and making firm reſolutions of better obedience for the 
future: I would not, I ſay, diſcountenance any thing of 
this kind ; for ſuch holy practices will, through the merits 
of Chriſt, conduct us in the way which leadeth unto cver— 
laſting life... 


Neither do I deny, that the time of coming to the Sacra- 


ment is the moſt proper ſeaſon for ſo excellent a work, Ie 
C-2 1s 


— - . — - 
— mP pay 1 
— — — —— — — — — oo 
—— - — — —— ñZü—ꝛ— f — ——— - 


2 
FOR "- 
is highly requiſite and neceſſary (conſidering how much men 
are wont to be immerſed in buſineſs for the greater part of 
their lives) that they ſhould have ſome ſer and ſolemn times 
for a minute examination of their accounts between God and 
their own ſouls. And when can this be better done, than at 
our approach to the Lord's table ; where we expect pardon 
for what is paſt, and grace to aſſiſt us for the time to come? 
What degree of preparation may be ſufficient, I do not now 
determine; but yet I affirm, that St. Paul does not intend to 
ſet up /e/f-examination to deſtroy the command of Chriſt. Nay, 
that he does not here ſo much as mention any perſonal un- 
worthineſs, in reſpect of men's paſt lives; but he only cor- 


rects their irreverent behaviour at the time of communicating. 


Hence it is evident, on what a ſandy foundation all thoſe 


excuſes, reſpecting unworthineſr, are grounded, which are 
built upon this diſcourſe of St. Paul. 


But we will conſider, in the Fhird place, how far our 
unworthineſs can reaſonably hinder our communion. 


If men, by not being worthy, mean that they are ſenſible 
there is no equality of worth between the feaſt, and the 
gueſts invited to partake of it —I anſwer, that, in hs ſenſe, 


there 


OR 


there is no man living meritorious enough to receive the 
Lord's Supper; neither can we ſuppoſe that there ever 27/0 
be: To what purpoſe then did our Saviour command his 
followers to do this, even till his coming again, in remem- 
brance of him, if their obedience were impaſſible? Belides, 
if they, who make this objection, will be conſiſtent with 
themſelves, they muſt, by this argument, renounce the very 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; nay, they muſt diſown, if not the 
being of God, yet their own relation to, and dependence 
upon him. For the ſame Apoſtle charges them to walk 
« worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called ;”* and 
« to walk worthy of God :”+ But they will, I preſume, be 
fo modeſt as to acknowledge, that, in a fr: ſenſe, they 
cannot do this; and then the conſequence is clear — that they 
can have nothing to do, either with God or Religion. 


And, after this, it is needleſs to tell you, that this argu- 
ment will debar the ſame perſons, even from hearing 
ſermons — or reading God's word — or from prayer 1tſelf. 
For our Saviour has given a particular caution about the þr/, 


ſaying, take heed how you hear; — for if the good ſeed 


happen to fall upon ſtony ground, it will bring forth nothing 
but 


* Epheſians iv. 2. + 1 Theſſ. ii. 12. Luke viii. 18. 
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but briers and thorns : And for the 44ſt, the Wiſe Man tells 
us, that „the prayer of the wicked is abomination to the 
Lord.“ F | 


Hence I conclude, that men's unworthineſs (I mean their 
perſonal unworthineſs), ſhould no more withhold them from 


the Sacrament, than from any 9/her duties of religion. 


The plain anſwer, therefore, to our enquiry — how far 
our perſonal unworthineſs can hinder our communion, is 
this — he that is reſolved to continue in ſin, is unworthy to 
approach the holy. table of the Lord,; but then we muſt ac- 
knowledge, that the ſame man is unworthy to pray, and 
to perform any other office of religion whatſoever ; neither can 
he ſafely do it in ſuch a wretched diſpoſition of mind : But 
whoſocver ſincerely reſolves to amend his life though he 
ſhould come without any other ſolemn preparation—would, 
I doubt -not, be a very acceptable gueſt at this holy Supper : 
For we muſt conſider, that this Sacrament is a converting 
ordinance, as well as hearing the word: Although it may 
not be proper to bring men over from Heatheni/m to Chriſ- 


tianity; yet it has a natural tendency to reclaim Chri/trans 
from ſin, and to incline them to holineſs. 


I will 


1 


Iwill now conclude with a ſhort application of this ſacred 
rite to the very reſpectable Aſſembly before whom 1 
ſtand. 


The receiving of the Holy Communion, which is enjoined 
by public authority, as a Teſt of our approbation of the 
Eſtabliſhment in Church and State, may, I think, fairly be 
defended upon this principle: It is lawful to uſe the, Sa- 
crament to any other religious purpofe which it will ſuit — 
(and, I hope, the preſervation of God's pure religion 7s a 
religious purpole)—provided, it is not inconſiſtent with the 
ground and original deſign of its inſtitution : For if there were 
twenty religious ends ſerved by it, while the primary one. be 
chiefly reſpected, there can be no objection. 


St. Paul himſelf, though he declares that the original 
intention of the Holy Supper was to ** ſhew the Lord's 
« death till he come,“ argues from it to another pur- 
poſe, vig., to demonſtrate the particular wnzzy, which ought 

ever to be maintained and acknowledged by all the members 
of Chriſt's church. "That verſe might, perhaps, have been 

tranſlated 


* 1 Corinthians xi. 26. 
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tranflated more accurately after this manner — / becaufe the 
© bread (or loaf) is one, we, though perſonally many, are one 
* body ; for (as a ſymbol of our unity), we are all partakers 
« of that one bread, or the ſame loaf.“ Here the ſcrupulous 


may take notice, that this circumſtance of partaking of the 
ſame loaf was ſelected by the Apoſtle—not to commemorate 
the death of Chriſt, (to which end it does not contribute, ) but 
to prove the diſtinQtive unity of the Chriſtian religion, v/2z. 


the ſame faith — the ſame baptiſm — the ſame * Ge. 
all from the ſame inference.” 


Herein then we tread in the very footſteps of the Apoſtle, 


by making it a proof or evidence of our keeping up the 


unity of the Chriſtian body, as the Scripture enjoins us; 
and where that Teſt does not appear, we think it unſafe 
to confer the important truſt of civil power. 


In ſhort, the Church and State may fairly be defended 


for impoſing proper Teſts in matters of moment; becauſe, with- 


out ſuch ſecurities, no ſociety can poſſibly ſubſiſt — provided, 
they do not multiply needleſs temptations, or lay unneceſſary 
ſnares to make the people fall. To argue, however, againſt 


the 


* 1 Corinthians x. 17. 
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the uſe of /ober Tefts, becauſe of the temptations they carry 
with them — is to argue againſt the methods of Providence, 


which has laid numerous temptations in our way. 


Indeed every law, which we have ſtrong incitements to 


break, is of the ſame nature with the caſe before us. Our 
ſuperiors, however, ſhould be always cautious, that they 


lay not more or heavier burthens than can well be borne ; 


and, by the frequency of its uſe, bring into contempt the 
moſt ſacred of all inſtitutions. 


FINIS. 


